Sensitivity to anti-tuberculosis drugs in HIV-positive and -negative patients in Addis Ababa.
A cross-sectional survey was conducted between 1 August and 31 December, 1998 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to determine the rate of primary drug resistance to anti-tuberculosis drugs and to investigate its possible association with HIV infection. Sputum culture, sensitivity to first-line anti-tuberculosis drugs and HIV testing were done for 236 sputum smear-positive pulmonary tuberculosis patients. Primary drug resistance level (single or multidrug resistance) had not changed significantly since 1994. Primary resistance occurred more often among HIV-positive than among HIV-negative patients. The association between drug resistance and HIV will have a serious impact in the control of tuberculosis because in recent years the prevalence of HIV has increased dramatically in Ethiopia. Therefore, further studies on drug resistance and HIV infection and the establishment of drug resistance surveillance are recommended.